Fixing oocytes? A bovine model provides new hope.
In a previous issue of Reproductive BioMedicine Online, Chiaratti and co-workers presented a bovine model for ooplasmic transfer, which demonstrated a positive effect on early development. Developmental deficits resulting from artificial treatment of recipient eggs with a toxic compound were ameliorated by the addition of small volumes of healthy donor cytoplasm. This model provides an important advance in the understanding of ooplasmic effects in early development and addresses issues about the prior human trials in this area.